Brothers Team up to Fight Cancer
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By: Zack Zucker, Michigan ‘10
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On April 10, SigEp brothers of the MI Alpha chapter (University of Michigan) got together for 24 straight hours to support the American Cancer Society.  Teaming up with the Chi Omega sorority, brothers raised over $9000 for the ACS’s Relay for Life.  The annual event at UofM’s Palmer Field, which featured 187 teams and over 3,000 participants, has in under a decade grown to become one of the nation’s largest Relay for Life events.  

According to the ACS, the event’s goal is “to offer everyone in a community an opportunity to participate in the fight against cancer.”  Participants “celebrate the lives of those who have battled cancer, remember loved ones lost to the disease, and fight back.”

SigEp brothers were proud to be a major part of the event, partnering with the Chi Omega sorority to field one of the event’s largest teams.  With 88 members, SigEp and ChiO worked hard to raise over $9000 for the cause, the third best total of any team.  The SigEp-ChiO team not only raised money throughout the year, but put on two on-site fundraisers to further help  the cause, including running a moon bounce, which proved to be one of the hits of the event.  “As a team we raised over $9,400, finished as the 3rd overall fundraising team, and had plenty of participation on the day of the event,” said Jeff Donaldson, ’11. “This year was a big success and taking into account that the event was just  3 days after St. Baldrick’s, it was a good show of strength by our house that we can build on.”

Over the last three years, MI Alpha teams have raised nearly $25,000 for the American Cancer Society.  


Beginning Saturday morning, brothers stayed throughout the day and night and into the following morning, entertaining themselves with games of football and cornhole, in addition to supporting various other on-site fundraisers, such as a skills competition put on by the Wolverine football team, and a faux on-site jail that required unlucky team members to raise money from fellow Relayers to post bail.  “Being in jail was fun,” said Lukasz Orzelski, ’12.  “I’m glad yelling at people to not make eye contact with me unless they donated money actually went to a good cause.”
The event came merely days after another successful fundraising event put on by the MI Alpha brothers, SigEp Shaving for a Cure, in which brothers raised money to shave their heads, in support of the St. Baldrick’s Foundation, which benefits children fighting cancer.  Brothers followed up that event by visiting the University of Michigan’s Mott Children’s Hospital, volunteering their time helping kids valiantly fighting the disease take a break from their treatments to decorate their own tee shirts.


Next year, the MI Alpha brothers will further their cause in fighting cancer by setting loftier goals for their Relay for Life and Shaving for a Cure teams.
Members of the SigEp-ChiO Relay for Life team pose for a team photo





Brothers Zack Zucker, ’10, Alex Fleischner, ’11, and Joey Johnson, ’13 take a break to pose with Head Football Coach Rich Rodriguez 








